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I started writing toward Fish in 2016, although I didn’t know that was what I was
doing yet. That year, I saved two news stories in a “Curiosities” folder on my computer.
One followed mothers searching grainy ISIS execution videos for signs of their missing
sons, and the other concerned a group of Chechen women who catfished ISIS
recruiters online, persuading them to send money for a fictitious journey to Syria, and
were subsequently prosecuted themselves. I desperately wanted to reconcile these two
stories. I wanted to crystallise a deep-seated anxiety that I (and many other young
people) were feeling at the time: about the uncertainty of truth and safety, and the
increasingly uneasy relationship between the two. That instability felt especially
destabilising for young people who were actively trying to form a sense of self in a
world that felt like it had no sense of self left. Beneath the question of what is true
sat, for me, a more primal one: what do we need to believe in order to feel safe? 

It wasn’t until years later, reflecting on the tumult of 2016, that I found a home for all
of this in Fish. The breakthrough in finding the right narrative container came when I
realised I didn’t want to write a play “about” terrorism, radicalisation, or even the
internet. I wanted to look at these enormous, terrifying, absurd subjects through a
much smaller aperture: a teenage girl trying to understand her mother, her friend, her
grief, and herself. Placing a young person inside a culture undergoing its own crisis of
certainty felt like putting one unstable system inside another, but Karya’s humour,
impulsiveness and ferality became a way of approaching material that otherwise felt
unbearably solemn.

Set against the backdrop of 2016, in a drastically shifting landscape of London, the
play became a coming-of-age narrative for the characters inside it and the world they
inhabited, which was wrestling with its own loss of a certain kind of innocence. By
2016, the internet was already embedded in our emotional lives, but we had not yet
learned to doubt quite everything we encountered there. By the mid-2010s our
relationship to the internet had begun to change in a fundamental way. “Fake news”
and “post-truth” were only beginning to enter viral vernacular, alongside a tide of
major populist agendas worldwide. The internet was no longer only a place we visited
to do some research or talk to our friends, but a space through which we understood
reality itself. In some ways it became a force capable of shaping our consciousness
and, at times, our livelihoods: a playground where increasingly nobody could agree on
the rules, or on what was real.

A NOTE FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT



A NOTE FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT

Looking back now, before deepfakes and generative AI became ordinary, 2016 feels
more like an origin story for our current moment than like recent history. The
technology has changed almost beyond recognition, but I’d say the emotional
machinery operating it has remained the same, and is, of course, ancient; we still
want attention, intimacy, proof, validation. We still want strangers to tell us we are
real, that we are beautiful, that we are correct, that we belong, that we are funny, that
we are smart, and unforgettable. Fish lives somewhere between those impulses and
the very old business of growing up: the stories we invent when certainty isn’t
available, the identities we try on for size and try to control before we know who we are
or what we like, and the dangerous, ridiculous lengths we may go to feel less alone,
even if briefly, in the midst of chaos and insecurity. 

In his essay “The Optimism of Uncertainty”, Howard Zinn emphasizes that optimism
is rooted in recognizing the unpredictable aspect of human history. Bernard Beckett
similarly writes about optimism as a willingness to accept the uncertainty of the
future, and about the possibility that uncertainty itself is what leaves room for
surprise, and revision, forgiveness and change. Ultimately, the question I would like to
pose for us all through this story is: How do we learn to live (and live well) with
uncertainty?

Melis Aker



WHO’S WHO
Melis Aker (Playwright) is a London-and New York–based playwright/screenwriter, actor, and
musician from Turkey. Her plays have been developed and presented Off-Broadway and regionally in
the U.S. and U.K. at Signature Theatre Company in New York (Fish, LaunchPad resident playwright),
Theatre503 (Murmurs, 503Five resident playwright), The Old Vic (Hundred Feet Tall co-written with
Benjamin Scheuer), Ars Nova and PlayCo (Hound Dog), and Williamstown Theatre Festival (Indigo
Dreams). She has received commissions from Signature, Atlantic Theatre Company (Middle Eastern
Mixfest), and La Jolla Playhouse, and has been awarded the American Theatre Wing's Jonathan
Larson Grant (Azul), named on the Kilroy's List (Field, Awakening), and recognized as a "Woman to
Watch" by the Broadway Women’s Fund. Her short play Scraps and Things was recorded for Playing
On Air starring Carol Kane, where she was also co-star and composer.

Aker's short film Baba in Graceland was developed with support from the Sundance Institute’s
Interdisciplinary Grant and was an official selection for the 2025 Izmir Short Film Festival. Her
feature screenplay ARI [Bee] was accepted to Maison des Scénaristes at Cannes, Berlinale Script
Market, and the Proof of Concept Film Festival at the American Cinematheque. She is currently
adapting The Most Beautiful: My Life with Prince, Mayte Garcia’s New York Times bestselling memoir
for Crazy Legs Features, and developing an immersive game project with Sinan Eczacıbaşı of Curious
Gremlin.

Aker was a NYTW 2050 Fellow, an Ars Nova Play Group member, a DGF Playwriting Fellow, and a
screenwriter for Morgan Freeman’s Revelations Entertainment. She has taught
playwriting/screenwriting at The New School, and prose fiction at King's College London. She holds
an MFA in Playwriting/Screenwriting from Columbia University and is completing a PhD in Creative
Writing at King’s College London. She is represented by CAA, Berlin Associates, and CURATE
Management.

Tatiana Pandiani (Director)  is a New York City–based Latin American director, choreographer, and
writer whose work spans theatre, film, and immersive performance. 

Recent Off-Broadway projects include Torera (WP Theater/Long Wharf Theatre/Sol Project/Latinx
Playwrights Circle) and Someone Spectacular (Signature, NYC). Her work has been seen at major
regional theatres including Goodspeed Musicals, La Jolla Playhouse, Alley Theatre, Miami New
Drama, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Long Wharf Theatre, Dallas Theater Center, Perseverance
Theatre. Upcoming projects include WOMB 2.0 by Marisela Treviño Orta at the Alley Theatre.

Tatiana's original bilingual musical AZUL received the Jonathan Larson Award, and she is the
recipient of a Lucille Lortel Alcove Commission for her new play HINGE BABY. Her short film How to
Fix Grief won the Film in Focus Award and the New York Film Academy Award in 2024.

Beyond traditional theatre, she has developed large-scale and immersive work for Warner Bros.
Europe, RWS Global, and experiential projects including The Bluey Experience. She also conceived
FOSSE VERDON: The Duet that Changed Broadway, a live dance documentary now running fleet-wide
on Holland America Cruise Lines. 

Tatiana holds an MFA in Directing from Columbia University and has taught at Yale, NYU Hofstra,
and the Atlantic Acting School.



WHO’S WHO
Alyssa May Gold (Libby)  is delighted to return to WP Theater after appearing in the acclaimed world
premiere of Our Dear Dead Drug Lord. Her notable work onstage includes the Tony-nominated
Broadway revivals of How I Learned to Drive (MTC) and Arcadia, Queens (MTC), Pocket Universe’s
Julius Caesar (set in an all-girls high school), Brilliant Traces (Art of Warr), Lemon Sky and Middle of
the Night (Keen Company). Her film/TV appearances include Rebel in the Rye, Divine Secrets of the
Ya-Ya Sisterhood, Taking Woodstock, “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel,” and “Law and Order: SVU.”
Alyssa is the founder of Pocket Universe, a theater company dedicated to reconsidering and
reimagining classic stories and conventions, whose production of her play, The Girl You Talk To, was
named one of NY Theatre Guide’s Top Theater of the Year. She is represented by Clear Talent Group.
Proud Member: Team SMASHY. @heylyssamay || @universepocket

Sara Haider (Isha) is SO excited to be channelling her full Muslim immigrant baddie for Isha! Ever
grateful to Melis Aker, Tatiana Pandiani, WP Theater, and The Signature.

Singer and actor from Karachi, Pakistan, recent credits include Attorney Wendy Stratford on NBC’s
Law & Order (Michael Pressman/Season 23); and The Curfew (Shehrezad Maher; Venice Biennale).

Stage work includes Gladys Mottram in Mint Theater Company’s Garside’s Career (Drama Desk–
nominated); Jasmine Sharma’s Peachy (The Public); The Collectivists by Jaclyn Backhaus
(Manhattan Theatre Club); And Scene! (New York Comedy Festival); The Good Ones by Sopan Deb
(Ma-Yi/ART/NY); Mxx: The Dignity Project by Deepa Purohit (The Hermitag/Asolo Rep);That Girl by Ari
Afsar and Rehana Lew Mirza (NMTC/The O’Neill); Wait Until Dark; Jackson Gay and Ms. Holmes & Ms.
Watson – Apt. 2B, Aneesha Kudtarkar (Dorset Theatre Festival); ALAA Family Trilogy, Adam Elsayigh
& Shadi Ghaheri (NYTW x Dartmouth); Partnership dir Jackson Gay (Mint Theater Company); Mahira
Kakkar's Draupadi, dir Danilo Gambini (Rattlestick/The Huntington); and shows at The Juilliard
School.

In Pakistan, Sara is a touring musician and live performer. Best known for “Ae Dil Kisi Ki Yaad Mein”
with Ali Zafar on Coke Studio Pakistan, featured in Seasons 7, 8, and 9.
AADA NYC (AOS); The Juilliard School (MFA)
Representation: Mark and Steve @ Principal Entertainment LA; Katie @ Buchwald
@sarahaiderlive

Kario Marcel (Jon) Originally from Aruba, Kario Marcel is an actor and writer passionate about
multi-generational, multi-cultural voices and stories. MFA NYU Grad Acting. Theater: Troilus and
Cressida (Public Theater), Romeo and Juliet (Commonwealth Shakespeare Company), Three Sisters
(Living Room Theater Company). Television and Film credits include Chicago Fire, Tyler Perry’s A
Jazzman’s Blues, Amazon’s Dead Ringers, Broad City, and more. He is currently developing his award
winning pilot script Latte into a full comedy series. Love to Rana and Iah always.

Roxanna Hope Radja (Ceyda) Broadway: Torch Song, Frost/Nixon (Broadway and national tour), The
Women, and others. Off-Broadway: Playwrights Horizons (Wish You Were Here) Manhattan Theatre
Club (Ruins of Civilization, Dan Cody’s Yacht), Second Stage (Torch Song) Rattlestick (Horsedreams)
Blue Light (Princess Turandot) and others . Regional: English (Guthrie, Goodman, and Denver Center)
Hedda Gabler (Hartford Stage), Les Liaisons Dangereuses, Richard III, Pericles, and Julius Caesar
(Shakespeare Theatre NJ); Tartuffe, Indian Ink, and Hecuba (American Conservatory Theater);
Princess Turandot (Westport Country Playhouse), Huntington Theater, Kennedy Center, Williamstown
Theater Festival, and others. Film/TV: “CIA,” “She Said,” “The Betrayers,” “Puncture,” “The
Blacklist,” “Law and Order: SVU,” “Blue Bloods,” “The Good Wife,” “Law and Order,” "Law and
Order: CI," "Unforgettable," and "All My Children." MFA/The American Conservatory Theater



WHO’S WHO
Yasmin Ranz-Lind (Karya) WP/Signature Theater debut! Yasmin is a NYC-based Moroccan-American
actor. Off Broadway: Smile (J2 Spotlight), Regional: Hershel and the Hannukah Goblins (Actors
Theatre of Louisville), Sherwood: The Adventures of Robin Hood (Theater of the Big Bend), NY
Theater: Originating the role of Princess/Chambermaid in the workshop of Allerleirauh: A New
Musical (Alvin Ailey Dance Theatre), Bad Jews (Off the Lane), Lost Sock Laundry (Up Theater). BFA
Syracuse University. Endless thanks to this unbelievable creative team, her incredibly supportive
family and friends, TLJ, Michele, Lisa, Totoro (the cat) and her mentors and teachers who remind her
“it’s called a play for a reason.” @yasminranzlind, yasminranzlind.com

Emmie Finckel (Set Designer) is a queer, Asian-American scenic designer. Recent credits include
Nothing Can Take You from the Hand of God, In the Amazon Warehouse Parking Lot (Playwright’s
Horizons), Animal Wisdom, The Watering Hole (Signature Theatre), Indian Princesses (Atlantic), I’m
Not Even Half, Have You Ever Thought About? (Bushwick Starr), And Then The Rodeo… (Ars Nova),
Comedy of Errors (Public Theater), 53% Of (2nd Stage), Torera (WP Theater), Business Ideas
(Clubbed Thumb), Medea: Re-Versed (Red Bull), See What I Wanna See (Out of the Box), Indian
Princesses, As You Like It (La Jolla Playhouse), Becoming A Man (A.R.T.), Problems Between Sisters
(Studio Theater), Last Call…, She Loves Me (Long Wharf), The Snow Goose, Ragtime (Goodspeed),
Hurricane Diane, The Hot Wing King (Hartford Stage), Sanctuary City (TheaterWorks Hartford). Emmie
holds a BA from Wesleyan University and an MFA from the Yale School of Drama, and teaches at the
Playwrights Horizons Theater School. www.efinckel.com.

Siena Zoë Allen (Costume Designer) (she/her) is a New York based costume designer for theater and
opera. Recent credits: Heathers the Musical (New World Stages), Jesus Christ Superstar (Goodspeed
Opera House), The Eyes of the World (Carnegie Hall), November 1918: The Great War & The Great
Gatsby (Boston Symphony Hall, PBS), Monte Cristo (Theatre at St. Jean's), Goodnight, Oscar and The
Lehman Trilogy (Maltz Jupiter Theatre, Carbonell nom.), someone spectacular (Signature Theatre),
Savior (City Lyric Opera), Here Be Sirens (Mannes Opera), See What I Wanna See (Out of the Box
Theatrics), The Shark is Broken (George Street Playhouse). MFA NYU Tisch. Princess Grace Award
Winner. Zoë is represented by United Talent Agency. More at www.sienazoeallen.com.

Reza Behjat (Lighting Designer) is an Obie Award-winning lighting designer based in New York City.
He began his career in Iran, collaborating with the country's most prominent theater artists before
transitioning to the United States. Broadway: ENGLISH, Off-Broadway: Atlantic Theatre, BAM,
Signature Theatre, Public Theater, The New Group, MCC, Playwrights Horizons, Primary Stages,
Audible, Page 73, Redbull Theater, Ars Nova, etc. 
Regional: La Jolla Playhouse, Guthrie Theater, Steppenwolf, Theatre, Berkeley Rep, Old Globe,
Milwaukee Rep, Seattle Rep, Hudson Valley Shakespeare, Milwaukee Rep, Wilma Theater, Arizona
Theater Company, Actor Theater of Louisville, Geva Theater, Long Warf, Alabama Shakespeare, etc.

G Clausen (Sound Designer) is an award-winning sound designer and composer based in NYC. Some
of his theatre credits include: The Fire This Time Festival (Victoria Theatres at The Apollo); Torera (WP
Theater); House of McQueen (Aurora Productions); A Freeky Introduction (Atlantic Theare Company);
Syncing Ink (Victora Theaters at The Apollo); Twisted Melodies (St. Louis Repertory); Queen of the
Night (Victory Gardens Theatre); I Am Deliverd’t (Co-Pro Dallas Theater Center and Actors Theatre of
Louisville); Crumbs From the Table of Joy, How I Learned What I Learned, Native Son, Skeleton Crew
(Playmakers Repertory); PYG or The Misedumacation of Dorian Belle (Studio Theatre); Peter Panto
(People’s Light); The 39 Steps, Member of the Wedding, Dirty Blonde, Fences, Don Juan, The Mystery
of Irma Vep, And Then There Were None, A Christmas Carol, Two Wolves and a Lamb (Triad Stage);
The Piano Lesson, Too Heavy for Your Pocket, How I Learned What I Learned, Intimate Apparel, A
Raisin in the Sun, Hooded, or Being Black for Dummies (Pyramid Theatre Company). More info can be
found at gclausen.com.

http://yasminranzlind.com/
http://www.efinckel.com/
http://gclausen.com/


WHO’S WHO
Emmarose Campbell (Properies Design) is a NYC-based designer, performer, and producer. She is
thrilled to be returning to work with WP Theatre after designing The Waterfall. Other recent credits
include The Loved Ones (Irish Rep), Music City (Bedlam), and Beau the Musical (OOTB). She is the
co-creator of Chorus Girl Productions, a company that focuses on work for, by, and about women.
Insta: @emmarosegcampbell

Judi Lewis Ockler (Intimacy Director) is a NYC based fight/intimacy director. Past collaborations
include Imperial Theater (Chess, Broadway production) The Public Theater (Much Ado About Nothing,
Mobile Unit), Classic Stage Company (Snow in Midsummer, Midsummer Night's Dream), Westside
Theater (Little Shop of Horrors!), Signature Theater (Hot Wing King, One in Two, Jasper) WP Theater
(Hatef**k, Our Dear Dead Drug Lord, Dirty Laundry, Bite Me), Cherry Lane Theater (This Beautiful
Future), St. Anne's Warehouse (Weathergirl), New World Stages (Dracula, a Comedy of Terrors!), The
Mint (The Rat Trap), Williamstown Theater Festival (A Raisin in the Sun with Jeremy O'Hara, A
Human Being, of a Sort, with Whitney White). She teaches/directs intimacy and violence in
performance at NYU, NTI, Atlantic Theater School, AMDA, New School of Drama. judilewisockler.com

Atticus Orsborn (Dialect Coach) is a director and voice & speech specialist based in NYC. Trained as
an actor at the Stella Adler Studio of Acting and then acquired an MA in Voice Studies: Teaching and
Coaching from the Royal Central School of Speech and Drama. Recent credits include THE THREE
LITTLE PROLETARIAT PIGS on Amazon Prime Video, and HONOR SHMONOR at The Tank NYC. His
second feature film SOY BOY is premiering at the Dumbo Film Festival in November 2026.

Aisling Galvin (Production Stage Manager) is thrilled to be working with WP Theater. Previous credits
include MEAT SUIT (Second Stage), Pericles (Public Theater); Artificial Flavors, Sex Variants (The
Civilians); MEMNON, Othello (Classical Theatre of Harlem); Gruesome Playground Injuries (Lucille
Lortel Theatre); Passing Strange (Long Wharf); Mystic Pizza (Paper Mill Playhouse); Mojada: A Medea
in Los Angeles, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf (Yale Rep); Paradise Ballroom (New York Stage and
Film).

Morgan Grant (Assistant Stage Manager) is a NYC-based Stage Manager, and is thrilled to be
working on Fish! Recently she has been working with the New York Philharmonic [Concerts in the
Park] and The Vineyard Theater [Bughouse]. Morgan was the Production Stage Manager of Off-
Broadway's The Office! A Musical Parody for several years, as well as a Stage Manager on Friends!
The Musical Parody and Singfeld! A Musical About Nothing!. Other credits include working with The
Public Theater [PERICLES], The Classical Theater of Harlem [MEMNON], SoHoShakespeare [Second
Murderer], David Dorfman Dance [(A)way Out of My Body Tour] and Broadway Bares: Hit The Strip!.
Morgan graduated with her MFA in Stage Management from Columbia University. She wants to thank
her family, her partner Gabe, and Ais Galvin for making this all possible :)

Caitlin Molloy (Hair and Makeup Consultant) is thrilled to be the Hair and Makeup Consultant for
FISH! Her latest designs can be seen at Heathers at New World Stages. Follow her on Instagram
@caitlinmolloy.hair. Special thanks to her friends and family for their support. Sparkle Magic.

http://judilewisockler.com/


WHO’S WHO
Kelly Gillespie, CSA (Casting Director) WP credits include: Dirty Laundry, Sancocho, sandblasted, Our
Dear Dead Drug Lord, Natural Shocks, Hatefuck, What We're Up Against, Sundown Yellow Moon,
Stuffed, Ironbound, Dear Elizabeth and Bright Half Life.  She is a Casting Director at Manhattan
Theatre Club, where some favorite projects include Jaja's African Hair Braiding, Mary Jane, Prayer for
the French Republic, The Best We Could, Skeleton Crew, Ink, Choir Boy, and The Explorers Club. She
had the pleasure of casting four of 13P's shows: Melancholy Play, A Map of Virtue, The Zero Hour and
Monstrosity.  She has also cast productions for Arena Stage, Arizona Theatre Company, Berkshire
Theatre Group, The Old Globe, Actors Theatre of Louisville, Marin Theater Company, City Theatre,
Merrimack Rep, The Foundry Theater and EST, as well as twelve productions for off-Broadway’s
T.A.C.T. and six seasons for Keen Company.

Joe Gery (Casting Director) Theater with Caparelliotis Casting - Select Broadway: The Fear of 13,
Good Night and Good Luck, Grey House, Macbeth, The Minutes, The Boys in the Band. Off-Broadway:
Signature (NYC), Atlantic, Ars Nova. Select Regional: The Old Globe, Arena Stage, Berkeley Rep. TV
with Meredith Tucker Casting: The White Lotus (HBO, S1-4), Crystal Lake (Peacock), Godfather of
Harlem (EPIX), Ray Donovan (Showtime), and The Bold Type (Freeform). 

Vivacity Media Group (Press Representative) has led the PR campaigns for over fifty theater
productions. Select Broadway credits include: The Great Gatsby, Once Upon a Mattress, How to
Dance in Ohio, Once Upon A One More Time, Mike Birbiglia’s The Old Man & The Pool, Alex Edelman’s
Just For Us, POTUS, Jagged Little Pill, On Your Feet!, Rock of Ages, Slava’s SnowShow, Chicken &
Biscuits. Off-Broadway highlights: Titanique; Little Shop of Horrors; Liz Kingsman’s One Woman
Show; Derek DelGaudio’s In & Of Itself; Heathers: The Musical; Cruel Intentions; Accidentally Brave; A
Clockwork Orange; The Other Josh Cohen; and nine seasons for the Obie, Lortel & Drama Desk Award-
winning WP Theater. Theatrical Institutions: American Theatre Wing, The Drama League, and Outer
Critics Circle.

WP Theater (Co-Producer), entering its 48th Season, is the nation’s oldest and largest theater
company dedicated to developing, producing and promoting the work of Women+ at every stage in
their careers. For almost five decades, we have served as leaders at the forefront of a global
movement towards gender parity, and the example we set and the artists we have fostered have
grown into a robust and thriving community of artists in theater and beyond. WP Theater received a
2018 Lucille Lortel Award, a 2019 Obie Award, and a 2020 Drama Desk Award, all for Outstanding
Body of Work, recognizing WP’s unique place and vital work in the theatrical landscape. WP
empowers Women+ of all kinds to reach their full potential and, in doing so, challenges
preconceptions about the kinds of plays Women+ write and the stories they tell. As the premiere
launching pad for some of the most influential Women+ theater artists today, our work has had a
significant impact on the field at large. Nearly every prolific female theater artist has been through
our doors, including 2024 Tony Winner for Best Direction of a Musical, Danya Taymor; 2019 Tony
Winner for Best Direction of a Musical, Rachel Chavkin; 2018 Tony Winner for Best Direction of a Play
Rebecca Taichman; 2013 Tony Winner for Best Direction of a Play Pam MacKinnon; 2013 Tony Winner
for Best Direction of a Musical Diane Paulus; 2023 Pulitzer Prize Winner Eboni Booth; 2021 Pulitzer
Prize Winner Katori Hall; 2018 Pulitzer Prize Winner Martyna Majok; and two-time Pulitzer Prize
Winner Lynn Nottage. These powerful women found an artistic home at WP and are a testament to
our role as a driving cultural force. 



WHO’S WHO
WP was founded in 1978 by visionary producer, Julia Miles, to address the significant under-
representation of women in theater. Today, WP accomplishes its mission through several
fundamental programs, including: the WP Lab, a celebrated two-year mentorship and new play
development program for Women+ playwrights, directors,and producers; the Space Program
subsidized rental program; the Developmental series of workshops and readings; the Commissioning
series, and the Mainstage series, which features a full season of Off-Broadway productions written
and directed by extraordinary theater artists. Current artists under commission are: Mathilde
Dratwa, Donnetta Lavinia Grays, Emily Kaczmarek, MJ Kaufman, Zizi Majid, Rehana Mirza, Zoe
Sarnak, Rachel Wax, and Leah Nanako Winkler. WP is proud to have the legendary New Federal
Theatre as our Resident Theater Company.

When we say Women+ we mean: cis women, trans, non-binary, or gender-nonconforming people and
all gender identities which have been systematically oppressed throughout history in the theater and
beyond.

For more information, please visit www.WPTheater.org.

Signature Theatre (Co-Producer) is an artistic home for storytellers. Founded in 1991 in New York
City by Jim Houghton as a theater devoted to artists across their bodies of work, Signature deepens
the relationship between artists and audiences alike through their groundbreaking and ever-
evolving, residency and producing model that amplifies the resonances between an artist’s works.
 
Now under the leadership of Artistic Director Emily Shooltz and Executive Director Timothy J.
McClimon, the organization continues to extend residencies to both playwrights and other visionary
generative theater artists. Signature makes a singular—and extremely rare, in the theater world—
commitment to its diverse cohort of Resident Artists by saying “yes” upfront to at least three
productions. At Signature, it’s the storyteller who drives the conversation. That trust, in turn, yields
incredible results from artists who are free to take chances and uncover new terrain in their work,
while Signature provides holistic creative and professional support.
 
Signature audiences have gotten deep dives into the distinct visions of recent Resident Artists,
including Stephen Adly Guirgis, David Henry Hwang, Samuel D. Hunter, Branden Jacobs-Jenkins,
Tony Kushner, Lynn Nottage, Anna Deavere Smith, Dave Malloy, Dominique Morisseau, Sarah Ruhl,
Lauren Yee, and others; in 2025, the theater welcomed its newest resident, Heather Christian.
Signature and its artists have been recognized with Tony Awards, Pulitzer Prizes, MacArthur
“Genius” grants, and Lucille Lortel, Obie, Drama Desk, AUDELCO, and Artios Awards as well as the
50/50 Award for Gender Parity in Theatre, among many other distinctions. In 2014, Signature
became the first New York City theater to receive the Regional Theatre Tony Award for its body of
work and accomplishments as an institution.
 
In 2012, Signature Theatre moved into a permanent home: The Pershing Square Signature Center,
the capacious and dynamic three-theater facility on West 42nd designed by Frank Gehry Architects.
The Center supports and encourages collaboration and cross-pollination among artists, cultural
organizations, and local communities, and serves as a meeting place and watering hole for the
larger theater community.

http://www.wptheater.org/


WHO’S WHO
New Light Theater Project (In Association With Producer) (NLTP) founded by Sarah Norris (Artistic
Director) and Michael Aguirre (Managing Director), nurtures a Collective of artist-practitioners by
presenting compelling stories across theatrical genres.

​NLTP believes in the strength of ensemble work and is committed to fostering our Collective,
composed of writers, actors, directors, stage managers, designers, and other artist-practitioners
from diverse backgrounds. At least 50% of an NLTP production engages our Collective, while the rest
of the production team consists of innovative artists with whom we hope to cultivate deeper
relationships.

NLTP strives to provide sustained opportunities for our Collective. What started as a weekly Sunday
gathering of friends over pancakes, coffee, and plays has evolved into a community of artists who
care about the work we contribute to the theatrical makeup of New York City, and ultimately, seek to
ensure a work environment that embodies a brave, communal spirit.

Since 2013, NLTP has been a twice Drama Desk-nominated company that has mounted over 50 full
productions which have received critical praise including numerous Critics' Picks, Best of Theater
2019 (The Stage + Slant Magazine), Best of Theater 2014 (The L Magazine), induction into Indie
Theater Now's People of the Year/Indie Theater Hall of Fame, and received residencies from 59E59 Co
Op Resident Company, Theatre Row on 42nd Street, The Flea Theater’s Anchor Program, Woodstock
Byrdcliffe Residency Fellowship, Chicago Dramatists Grafting Project, IRT 3B Residency, 13th Street
Rep, Access Theater Residency Program, and the New Theater at 45th Street (now Davenport).

NLTP is proud to call NYC home, but our work has also been seen in London, Edinburgh, Los Angeles,
Chicago, Washington D.C., Louisville (KY), East Hampton (NY), Saranac Lake (NY), Woodstock (NY),
Ridgefield (CT), Sylva (NC), and Redlands (CA).

Noor Theatre (Consulting Producer) is an Obie-winning company dedicated to supporting,
developing and producing the work of theatre artists of Middle Eastern, Southwest Asian and North
African descent.

Noor was founded in 2010 in order to serve these artists; we develop and amplify their voices for
diverse audiences. As New York City’s only company with this mission, we provide an important
space for MENA/SWANA voices to be heard. In doing so, we counter negative stereotypes, share
nuanced work that reflects the unique perspectives of our artists, and ensure that our communities
are represented and celebrated in the larger theatre ecosystem.

SPECIAL THANKS
Avi Amon, Tala Ashe, Sivan Battat, Iyvon E., Rosaline Elbay, Paige Evans, Delfin Gökhan
Meehan, Olivia McQuerry, Ronald Peet, Arabella Powell, Cat Raynor, Calvin Leon Smith,

Kate Wellhofer, Beth Whitaker



Playwright
Director 
Scenic Design 
Costume Design 
Lighting Design 
Sound Design
Properties Design
Intimacy Director
Dialect Coach
Hair/Makeup Consultant
Casting Director

Melis Aker
Tatiana Pandiani
Emmie Finckel
Siena Zoë Allen
Reza Behjat
G Clausen
Emmarose Campbell
Judi Lewis Ockler
Atticus Orsborn
Caitlin Molloy
Kelly Gillespie, CSA
Joe Gery

CREATIVE TEAM

Production Stage Manager
Assistant Stage Manager
Assistant Director
Production Manager
Associate Production Manager
Technical Supervisor
Associate Set Design
Assistant Costume Designer
Assistant Lighting Designer
House Manager
Front of House Staff

Production Photography
Production Videography
Production Electrician
Associate Production Electrician
Production Audio
Wardrobe Supervisor
Light/Sound Board Operator
Production Assistant
Lightboard Programmer
Scenery by

Aisling Galvin
Morgan Grant
Fabiola Arias
Gary Levinson
Hannah Sgambellone
Howell Forge
Jimmy Stubbs
J Garrison
Hope Debelius
Michael Valladares
Thomas Atseff, Aubreyne Brizette,
Nathan Malin, Mia Nadborne, Blessing
Ogunsola, Safwa Ozair, Micah Price,
Kristan Seemel
Joan Marcus
Theo Cote
Lilian Meyers
Ryan Tumulty
L. Weber
Paul Orama
Toni Carton
Pet Hall
Zachary Connell
Howell Forge

STAFF FOR FISH



WP THEATER STAFF
Producing Artistic Director 
Managing Director 
BOLD Associate Artistic Director
Production Manager 
Development Manager 
Marketing Director 
Business and Company Manager
Daryl Roth Creative Spirit Resident
Julia Miles Playwright in Residence
Playwrights Lab Leader
Directors Lab Leader 
Producers Lab Leader
Commissioned Writers

viBe Pages to Stages Administrator
viBe Pages to Stages Mentors

viBe Fellows 

Development Services 

Legal Counsel 
Financial Management Services 
Financial Planning Consultant 
Banking and Investments 
Payroll Services 
Auditors 
Insurance 

Lisa McNulty
Michael Sag
Rebecca Martínez
Gary Levinson
Ria-Mae Binaoro
Alisha Espinosa
Michael Valladares
Libby Carr
Amina Henry
CQ Quintana 
Katherine Wilkinson
Lisa McNulty
Mathilde Dratwa, Donnetta
Lavinia Grays, Amina Henry,
Emily Kaczmarek, MJ Kaufman,
Zizi Majid, Zoe Sarnak
Murphy Lorenzo Applin Jr. 
Khadija Bangoura
Amani Meliyah
Kaylani Ellington, Masani Moore,
Jenna Nieves, and Annalise
Rudder
Advance Collaborative,
Yasmine Falk, Emily Fleisher,
Youree Jong Chioi, Emily
Cribbins 
S. Jean Ward, Esq. 
Jenny Rader Bookkeeping LLC
Ari Teplitz
JP Morgan Chase, UBS (Jin Hu) 
Paychex, Inc.
Lutz and Carr LLP
MDPINS, CS Plus



Vivacity Media Group Leslie Papa,
Whitney Holden Gore, Caitlin
Brightman, Danaley Silan,
Elizabeth Erb, Shea McGovern
FARSIGHT Agency: Farah Bala
Brendan Whipple, Numad Group
Ted Stephens III, Numad Group
Theo Cote
Mariana Szoke, Martin Pavlicek                                                     

Press Representative
EDIA Leadership Consultant 
Key Art Illustration    
Graphic Design  
Filmography                       
Custodial Services 

WP THEATER STAFF

WP LAB 2026-2028
Playwrights

Brittany K. Allen, Karina Billini, Mary Hamilton, Iraisa Ann Reilly, Ren Dara Santiago
Directors

Jing Dong, Lyam B. Gabel, Maya Quetzali Gonzalez, Lily Kanter Riopelle, Jerrica D. White
Producers

Anne Ciarlone, Sanam Laila Hashemi, Madelyn Paquette, Kerrigan Quenemoen, Jehan O. Young

Laura Eason, Donnetta Lavinia Grays, MJ Kaufman, Samantha Sullivan Kindler, Joseph P. Petito,
Esq., Ted Powers III, Anne Quart, Rachel Sussman, Tamilla Woodard, Lisa McNulty, Michael Sag

Brandilyn Dumas, Esq., Lisa Timmel, Co-Chairpeople
Serra Eken, Vice Chairperson

Cody Cowan, Treasurer  
Michelle S. Riley, Secretary

Julia Miles, Founder & Artistic Director Emerita

WP BOARD OF DIRECTORS



WP THANKS OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

WP DONORS

Howard Gilman Foundation
Jana Hesser & Tim Davidson
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The National Endowment for the Arts
New York Community Trust

INNOVATOR ($50,000+)

Northern Stage Company
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs
The Paul & Jenna Segal Family Foundation
The Shubert Foundation
The Tow Foundation

GLASS CEILING SMASHER ($25,000+)

Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
Tiger Baron Foundation
The Julia Miles Family
New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA)

Stavros Niarchos Foundation
The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust
Venturous Theater Fund, a fund of Tides
Foundation

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT.
There is not enough room to list all of WP’s charitable donors, but we are so grateful for all donations of
any amount. Every donation is so important and helps us continue to put Women+ voices center stage!
Donations are up to date through July 9, 2026. We apologize for any inaccuracies. Please contact Ria

Binaoro at ria@wptheater.org with questions. Thank you!



Ted Powers III
Anne & Geoff Quart
Michelle Riley & Susi Kandel
The Road Company
Thomas Schumacher
The Muriel F. Siebert Foundation
Elaine & David Singleton
David Stone
Lisa Timmel & David Markus
TWO STRANGERS (CARRY A CAKE ACROSS NEW YORK)
Barbara Whitman

FRONT RUNNER ($5,000+)

Bregal Investments/COFRA
CBS Entertainment
Creative Artists Agency
Amy & Cody Cowan
Roni Cowan
Brandilyn Dumas, Esq. & Adrian Parris
Serra Eken
EON Productions
Nina Essman
Friends of Joan Vail Thorne
Nancy Gibbs
Marcia Goldberg
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Juniper Street Productions

Henry L. Kimelman Family Foundation
Carol Kindler
Lucille Lortel Foundation
Mary Tyler Moore & S. Robert Levine, MD Charitable
Foundation
Charlotte Moss and Barry Friedberg
Perpetual Kindness Foundation
Marc Platt
Mickey Rolfe
Ann & Richard Sarnoff
David Schwimmer
Marva A. Smalls
Universal Theatrical Group and Universal Studio Group
Ted & Nina Wells
WITHUM

WP DONORS

Anonymous
321 Theatrical Management
The Araca Group
ATG Entertainment
Distracted Globe Foundation
Laura Eason & Erik Lochtefeld
Annette Galassi and Joseph P. Petito
The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Laurents/Hatcher Foundation
The MCJ Amelior Foundation

REVOLUTIONARY ($10,000+)



PIONEER ($2,500+)
Anonymous
Adventureland/Jeffrey Seller
Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez
Barbara Bell Cumming Charitable Trust
Carmina Bernardo
BOND Theatrical
Antoinette Bush
Barbara and Tom Byrne
Dale Cochran
Colliers/Michael T. Cohen
Jill Cowan and Stephen Davis
Customers Bank/Margaret Monigan
Beverly Dale
Del Shaw Moonves Tanaka Finkelstein 
Lezcano Bobb & Dang
Debbie & John Erb
The John Golden Fund
John Gore Organization
Winnie Holzman
Inez Benjamin Foundation/Stephen Rosenberg
Mike Jackson & John Legend
Schatzie Jefferson & Bianca Mallory

Samantha Sullivan Kindler & Mark Villanueva
Willette Klausner, WMK Productions, Inc
Simon Leopold & Sarah Winkler
Loeb & Loeb LLP
Robin Miles
Morse Family Foundation
Debbie & Dori Nagar
James L. Nederlander and Nick Scandalios
No Guarantees
Playful UK Productions
PRG/Alex Donnelley
Steve & Joyce Rosenthal
Daryl Roth Productions
Judy & Robert Rubin
Lynn Savarese
ShowTown Theatricals/Nathan Gehan
SITUATION
TT Partners
Venus Media
Lia Vollack and Derek McLane
Wagner Johnson Productions

ACTIVIST ($1,500+)

WP DONORS

Applebaum Family Philanthropy
Gayle Marie Austin
Buist Bickley
Black Paint Productions
Bill Bost
The Broadway League
Kathleen Chalfant
Circle in the Square
City National Bank
Kim Coleman
Mercer Cook
Dr. Jill Dolan & Dr. Stacy Wolf
Marcus Dunlop
Susan Engel Eisenberg & Arthur Eisenberg

Flagstar Bank/Stephanie Dalton
David Heleniak and Meria Carstarphen
Marg Helgenberger
Rachel Karpf
Mary & Casey Kemper
Mara Isaacs
Chad Leat
Kimberly Marteau and John B. Emerson
Lynn Nottage
Scott A Slavik Sr
Kimberly Steward
Rachel Sussman
Lynn Whitfield
Your Financial Alternative



TREND SETTER ($500+)

Anonymous
Actors' Equity Foundation
AKA NYC
Maryam Banikarim and Andrew Lerner
Sharon Bowen and Larry Morse
Jacqueline Bradley and Clarence Otis, Jr.
Kevin Brockman and Dan Berendsen
John Carr
Amanda Dubois
Lori & Edward Forstein
Sue Frost
Corey Hawkins
Sheila Hopkins
Jessica Jenen & Mark Shapiro
Charles D. King and Stacey Walker King
Lawryn LaCroix
Lisa LeGuillo

WP DONORS
CHANGE MAKER ($1,000+)

Simon Leopold
Terry Lindsay
Barbara Manocherian
Terri E. Miller and Andrew W. Marlowe
Douglas Nevin
Ivan Oransky and Cate Vodjik
Julieanna Richardson
Gayle Robinson
Matt Ross
Susan Sampliner
Peter Schneider
Dan T. Shaheen
Stephen Sherrill
Van Amson Family for the Arts
Sonja Warfield
Meg Wolitzer

Elizabeth Berman
Margaret Clarkson
Elizabeth Erb
Susie Essman
Aaron Glick
Robyn Goodman
Susan Hilferty
David Jaffe and Erica Peresman
Tom Kirdahy
Neil Laidlaw
Scott Lazarus

Carin & Chris Moeder
Leslie Papa
Jacqueline Phillips-Jackson
Linda Johnson Rice
Conrad Rippy/Levine Plotkin LLP
Elizabeth Salem
Rachel Sheinkin
Carlo Steinman
Bernie Telsey
TodayTix Group
Carla Waddles
Jason Wecker
Joan Weingarten and Bob Donnalley Gift Fund



ARTISTIC DIRECTOR     
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR    
ARTISTIC PRODUCER    
ARTISTIC ASSISTANT     
GENERAL MANAGER     
ASSOCIATE GENERAL MANAGER    
COMPANY MANAGER     
DIRECTOR OF RENTALS & SALES   
BAR & CAFÉ MANAGER    
BARTENDERS 

     

SENIOR FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER  
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGERS   

HOUSE MANAGERS

     
CAPTAINS

      
AUDIENCE SERVICES REPRESENTATIVE  

Emily Shooltz
Timothy J. McClimon
Jeremy Ehlinger
Emily Chackerian
Kenneth Naanep
Maggie Swahl
Megan E. O'Keefe
Jake Miller
Noah Yaconelli
Evelyn Alvarez, Zack Cambronne,
Michael Giese, Wiley Gorn, Ashley
Nicholas, Sam Nix, Shanlee Porter,
Hannah Rome
Serena Buchan
Steven Gaultney, Rory Klein, Myren
Mandap, Adriana Nocco, 
Sarah Oguntomilade, Taylor Stanley
Steven Gaultney, Rory Klein, Myren
Mandap, Adriana Nocco, Sarah
Oguntomilade, Taylor Stanley
Danny Blankenship, Elliot Colby,
Keeley Heagerty, Spencer Lawson,
Ruby Leef, Diego Tobar
Abby Annaccone, Liza Bautista, Isaiah
Byrd, Sergio Castillo, Christian
Clinton, Bryan Davis, Jimmy Gatti,
Alexa Gialleonardo, Rose Gonzales,
Joshua Hendricks, Henry Houghton,
Emily Jorgenson, Sari Klainberg, Minju
Lee, Shelbi Maron, Ennis Matthew
Neal, Mario Mazzotti, Audrey
McGonagle, Jovani Powell, Ali Rogers,
Hannah Sgambellone, David Stetson,
Innokenty Sviridov, Taryn Thompson,
Tracey Thompson, Shannon Wallace  

SIGNATURE THEATRE STAFF



DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT   
DIRECTOR OF MAJOR GIFTS    
SENIOR MANAGER OF 
DONOR PROGRAMS & OPERATIONS   
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING MANAGER    
MANAGER OF SPECIAL EVENTS    
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 
DIGITAL MARKETING MANAGER   
MARKETING MANAGER, 
AUDIENCE AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
DIGITAL MARKETING ASSOCIATE
TICKET SERVICES MANAGER    
LEAD TICKET SERVICES REPRESENTATIVES 
 
TICKET SERVICES REPRESENTATIVES  
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS     
VENUE COORDINATOR    
AUDIO AND VIDEO SUPERVISOR   
COSTUME SHOP MANAGER    
FACILITIES SUPERVISOR    
ASSISTANT FACILITIES SUPERVISOR   
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY    
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES   
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE     

Semra Ercin
Katya Zaslavskiy

Robin Woindrich
Eloise Johnson
Ethan Sichel
Sara Waugh
David Samuel

Gaven Trinidad
Jessie Mar
Sunni Day
Emma King Komisar, Quinn Riggs,
Desiree Ruiloba
Neil Klein, Ashley Nicholas 
Paul Ziemer
Debby Lau
AJ Surasky-Ysasi
Camila Tardif
Julian Rivera
Lakeshia Lopez
Rentec Solutions
Shaby Rosales
ArtsFMS 

SIGNATURE THEATRE STAFF

Brenda Aiken-Thompson, Douglas E. Chittenden, Alyssa Harvey Dawson, Bernard L. Dikman, Howard L.
Ellin, Timothy B. Howell, Christen James, Adrianne Kirszner, Lori Kramer, Phil Konort, Nina B. Matis,

Dominique Morisseau, Lila Neugebauer, Cheryl Rosario, Nancy Northup, Joseph A. Stern, Drew Sussman, 
Donna Walker-Kuhne, Tommy Wesely

Edward Norton, Chairman
Bruce Goldfarb, President
Susan Weiner, Treasurer

Christina Cutlip, Secretary
Emily Shooltz, Artistic Director

Timothy J. McClimon, Executive Director

SIGNATURE BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Douglas & Kathy Chittenden
The Howard Gilman Foundation
Jerome L. Greene Foundation Fund in
the New York Community Trust
MacMillan Family Foundation

SIGNATURE THEATRE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

LEAD SPONSOR SEASON SPONSOR

$250,000+

Nina B. Matis & Alan Gosule
The Shubert Foundation
The Tow Foundation

$100,000 - $249,999

Howard L. Ellin
Bruce H. Goldfarb & Ellen M. McCabe

The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs

$50,000 - $99,999

Evelyn Gurney
Lori Kramer & Stephen Fraidin
Nancy Northup & James Johnson
Shauna Robertson & Edward Norton

The SHS Foundation
Ted Snowdon Foundation
Susan Weiner & Chris Aidun

$25,000 - $49,999

Anonymous
Christina Cutlip
Bernard L. Dikman, C.P.A.
Timothy & Elizabeth Howell
Adrianne & Adam Kirszner
Philip & Merritt Konort

Gina Leonetti
Mel Litoff & Judith Champion
New York State Council on the Arts
Tiger Baron Foundation
Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation
Tommy Wesely & Matthew Sinsheimer



Anonymous (3)
Daniela Bonafede-Chhabra & Ashvin B. Chhabra
Janel Anderberg Callon
Debra & Robert Chavez
Frederic R. Coudert Foundation
Elizabeth Gigli
James Gleick & Cynthia Crossen
Charles & Jane Goldman
Joseph and Joan Cullman Foundation for the Arts
Thomas Kail
Judith Douglas Krupp

SIGNATURE THEATRE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

$10,000 - $24,999

Laura Pels International Foundation for Theater
Laurents/Hatcher Foundation
The Leon Levy Foundation
Mina Liu
Lenny Markovitz
Partner’s Group
Marguerite O. Pitts
The Seth Sprague Charitable and Educational Foundation
Drew Sussman
Wendy vanden Heuvel

$5,000 - $9,999

Dr. Brenda Aiken-Thompson
Edward & Elaine Altman
Anonymous
Bonnie Edwards
Frederick & Diana Elghanayan
Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation
Laurie Goldberger & Leslie Kogod
Jeffrey & Paula Gural
The Herman Goldman Foundation
Jerome Robbins Foundation
Valerie & Doug Johnson
Flora & Christoph Kimmich
Anna & Peter Levin
Chien Cho Liu
Marta Heflin Foundation
Timothy J. McClimon & Suzanne Berman

Ronay Menschel
Virginia & Timothy Millhiser, McGue Millhiser Trust
New York City Council District 3
George L. Olsen
Lisa Orberg
Robert A. Press, MD
Richenthal Foundation
Cheryl Rosario
Pablo Salame
Sequoia Foundation
Theatre Development Fund
Coralie S. Toevs
Donna Walker-Kuhne
Michelle D. & Claude L. Winfield
Toni Young



Anonymous (3)
Nina Adams & Moreson Kaplan
Ashley & George Aitken-Davies 
Sari Anthony
Paul Appeldoorn
Liz Armstrong
Jody & John Arnhold
Barbara & Paul Bernstein
Diana Buckhantz / Vladimir & Araxia Buckhantz
Foundation
Heidi Durrow & Darryl Wash
Violet & Christopher Eagan
Bonnie Feld
Rick Feldman
Hazel & Russel Fershleiser
Margaret & Howard Fluhr
Annette & Joe Halprin
Russel Hamilton
Kelly & Andre Hunter
Haley & Sally Huxley
Patricia Hynes
Robin A. Jones
Patricia Kurtz
Cary & Jan Lochtenberg

SIGNATURE THEATRE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

$2,500 - $4,999

Susanna Lowy & Victor Davis
Lucille Lortel Foundation
Richard Lynn & Joseph Evall
Julie McCormick
Peter Mensch
Darnell-Moser Charitable Fund
Niclas Nagler & David Alberto Alvarez
Nancy Friday Foundation
Bruce Pottash & Scott Ferguson
Daryl & Steven Roth
Karen & Chuck Schader
Lois Smith
Frances Spark & Michel Goldberg
Charles & Susan Tribbitt
Julia Vitullo-Martin
Seymour & Kate Weingarten
Weiser Family Foundation, in memory of Jim
Houghton
Neil Westreich
Deborah E. Wiley
Jacqueline Williams
Michael Wolkowitz & Hope Holiner
Lonna & Christian C. Yegen



Anonymous (4)
Cynthia & David Abrams
Actors’ Equity Foundation
Debra Aidun
Lou Aledort & Natasha Kavanagh
Dr. Mary Elizabeth Alexander
Christine Amorossi
Lawrence Arancio
Elaine Arnold
Jodi & Craig Balsam
Brenna Beirne-Greenhill
Monty Blanchard & Leslie Tceyan
Jay & Dena Bock
Michael & Pauline Brandmeyer
Stephanie Braxton
The Don & Maggie Buchwald Foundation
Laura & Matthew Burton
Caren Byrd
Laura Callanan, in memory of Romulus Linney
Debra Cassara
Barbara Charmoy
Fred Chernoff
Erin Coomer
Priscilla Dannies
Jeffrey Deneroff & Patricia Gilroy
Christine Denham
Jamie deRoy
Jennie & Richard DeScherer
Dick & Frayda Diamond
Nancy Diaz
Robert DiBenedetto
Candace & Jeff Dobro
Jamie Eggers
Suzan & Fred Ehrman

SIGNATURE THEATRE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

$1,000 - $2,4999

German Esquilin
Henry Bloom & Helaine Ettinger
Dina Fein
Jonathan & Barbara File
Michael First & Leslee Snyder
Joan Flanigan
Walter Foote & Diane Buglewicz Foote
Caren Frankel
Steven Friedlander & Sandra Kapla
Bart Friedman & Wendy A. Stein
Lisa Fuentes & Thomas M. Cohen
Matthew Gabbard
Ellen Garber
Lynn & Paul George
Dorran & George Gerstman
Maria Giacchino & Thomas Pescherine
Jan & Steven Golann
Alan Goldberg
James Goldfarb
Liam Goldfarb
Carol Goldman & Joseph Simonetti
Vera Graaf
Joseph Gratz & Marta Belcher
Peter Greenwald & Nancy Hoffman
Joanne & Tony Guerrerio
Adam Hait
Robert J. Hall
Kris Heinzelman
David Herz & Janet Stahl
Alexandra Higgins
Alton & Laura Hill
Neil & Nancy Humphreys
Christian L. Jacques
Christen James



Olivia Falconer James
Dr. & Mrs. Jamshid Javid
Joshua & Ryan John
Leah Johnson & Gerrard Bushell
Rebecca Jones & Sam O’Donahue
Charlotte Jones Voiklis & John Voiklis
John Kane
Sharon Karmazin/The Karma Foundation
Jason Kemper & Thor Perplies
Barbara & Marc Klee
Robert & Marian Klein
N L Kuczkowski-Leo Jerriage Equality Fund of
Horizons Foundation
Leanne Lachman
Ronni Lacroute
Rocco & Debby Landesman
Susan Laubach
Terence Law & Llew Young
Patricia Laxton
Kyle Thomas Smith & Julius Leiman-Carbia
Ann Levin
Francine Levin
Steve Levitan
Bobbi Lewis
Jayne Lipman
Kevin Lumpkin
Kristine Lupi
Jane Macan
Gina MacArthur
Janice Mac Avoy
Peyton Mader
Randy Mandel
Ruth Marcon
Alexander Mark

SIGNATURE THEATRE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

$1,000 - $2,4999

Patricia Martin
Margaret Mastrianni
Jill Hunter Matichak
Theodore Matsushita
Janet McClintock
Jane McCutcheon
Israel Meir & Steve Rivera
Frances Milberg
Ann Miner
Dr. Janet Mohle-Boetani
Evangeline Morphos
Dr. John Munoz
Terri Muren
Drs. Benjamin Natelson & Gudrun Lange
Asha & DV Nayak
William & Barbara Nordhaus
Slepin Olmstead Family Fund
Janet Olshansky
Michael & Gabrielle Palitz
Ian Pervil & Matt Buchalter
Laurie & Morris Podolsky
Thanya Polonio-Jones
Hope Pordy & Bob Osmond
Don Prusock
Patricia Rattray
Michael & Betty Rauch
Urmi Ray
Susan & Peter Restler
The Rice-Schermerhorn Marriage Equality
Fund of Horizons Foundation
David Richards
Michelle Riley
Rosalind Productions



Dan Arshack & Nancey Rosensweig
Rick Rosenthal & Nancy Stephens, The Rosenthal
Family Foundation
Tony Russo & Brad Prunty
Sidney San Martín
Susan Schwartz & Howard Muchnick
Edward & Judy Schwartz
Joshua Shapiro & Heller B. Berman
Brenda Sheinmel & Ric Sheinmel
Betsy Sherer
Molly Shoemaker
Patrick Shooltz
Eileen Silvers & Rick Bronstein
Dr. Robert H. Sinclair
Paulette Singleton
Alan & Lisa Sinsheimer
Cheryl Small
David Sokol
Michael Spitzer

SIGNATURE THEATRE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

$1,000 - $2,4999

Madonna Starr
Tom & Wendy Stephenson
Joseph A. Stern
Sally Strachan
Donald & Rachel Strauber
Judith Sykes & Fred Seid
Maureen Turey
Kara Unterberg
Jay Walder
Jonn Wasser
Craig Webb
Barbara Weinreich
Kimberly Westcott & Robert K. Drinan
Harry White & Esther Redmount
Fred Wistow
Melissa Wohlgemuth & Matt Howard
Carol Wood & Suzanne Werner
G Vaughan Wortman
Burton & Sue Zwick

$500 - $999

Anonymous
Louis Alexander
Charles Bales
Richard & Irene Barth
Richard Berg
Maura Bluestone
Catherine & Diane Buglewicz Foote
Toni Dorfman & John Gaddis
Elizabeth Estabrook
Daniela Feibusch
Alison Flood
David Gottlieb

Alberta & Lawrence K. Grossman, in Honor of
Margot Adams
Erica R. Green & David Gurian-Peck
Robert Guazzo
Cynthia Huffman & Ray Heacox
Mac Ingram & Dr. Florante Ricarte
Charlotte Isaacs
Carol Keeney
Peter Kuzma Jr & Roy Corson
Peter Leffman
Warren Leight & Karen Hauser
Richard Levy & Lorraine Gallard
Willa Lewis



SIGNATURE THEATRE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

$500 - $999

Wendy Lubin
Dayna Lucas
Joseph Ma
Barbara Manning
Michele Mayes
Mary McCorry
Jonathan Naiman
Elizabeth Newell
Frank A. Riccobono
Mary Riebold

The Rodgers & Hammerstein Foundation
Jay Sanders & Maryann Plunkett
Andrew Siegel
Nichole Spell & Noah Dinkin
Mary Stanutz
Lawrence Stone
Studio Institute
Paula Wardynski & Jed Scala
Don & Jennifer Welch
David Wertheimer



Sarah Norris
Michael Aguirre
Kleo Mitrokostas
Bethany Fitch

NEW LIGHT THEATER PROJECT STAFF
Producing Artistic Director
Managing Director
Associate Artistic Director
Development Associate

NEW LIGHT THEATER PROJECT BOARD

Michael Ahuja, Ken Cerniglia, Bill Murphy, Annie Oldakowski, Claudia Schneider, Shoshanna Segal.

Carl Jaynes, Chair
Cristina Fowler, Vice Chair

Cody Butcher, Secretary
Jim Aguirre, Treasurer

NEW LIGHT THEATER ARTISTIC
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Tabatha Gayle & Leighton Samuels, Co-Chairs
Lisa Jill Anderson, Joey Brenneman, Dana Brooke, Rebecca Crigler, Joy Donze, Hayley Garcia Parnell,
Alyssa May Gold, Krista Grevas, Arelene Hutton, Brandon Jones, Ricki Lynee, Madeline McCray, Jon

Mulhearn, Owen Panettieri, Will Sarratt

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR GENEROUS
SUPPORT FROM THESE FUNDERS

New York State Council of the Arts, The NYC Department of Cultural Affairs, The
Shubert Foundation, Venturous Theater Fund



Executive Director 
Artistic Producer
Director of Communications & Community
Affiliate Producing Director

Ariana Sarfarazi
Kate Moore Heaney
May Treuhaft-Ali
Catherine Coray

NOOR THEATRE STAFF

Nilou Safinya, President
Ariana Sarfarazi, Treasurer/Secretary

Hussein Khalifa, Laith Nakli, Heather Raffo

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NOOR THEATRE WOULD LIKE TO THANK

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York
City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council

Noor’s programs are made possible by the New York State
Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the
Governor and the New York State Legislature



ABOUT THIS THEATRE
WP Theate r  s tands  on  Lenape  Land .  Befo re  th is
bu i ld ing  came in to  ex is tence ,  th is  was  wooded
land  f i l l ed  w i th  v i l lages  o f  fami l i es  ac t i ve  w i th
t rad ing  and  gather ing  spaces .  Wh i l e
descendants  o f  those  f i r s t  fami l i es  l i ve  in  th is
area  today ,  many  Ind igenous  Peop le  were
fo rc ib l y  r emoved  w i th  the  a r r i va l  o f  European
set t l e r  co lon is ts .  I t  was  on  an  empty  co rne r  l o t
o f  th is  land  that  a  smal l  church  was  bu i l t ,  then
taken  apar t  and  rebu i l t  in to  th is  bu i ld ing .

The  “skysc raper  church”  that  ho lds  th is
theate r ,  once the  Manhat tan  Congregat iona l
Church ,  has  housed  many  bus inesses  and
res idents  s ince  i t s  const ruc t i on  in  1930 ,
inc lud ing  200  WAVES dur ing  Wor ld  War  I I .  In
1969 ,  the  f i r s t - f l oo r  aud i to r ium o f  the  church
was  t ransfo rmed  in to  the  P romenade  Theat re ,
named af te r  i t s  inaugura l  p roduct ion :  the  Mar ía
I rene  Fo rnés  mus ica l ,  Promenade,  a  show
recent ly  rev ived  a t  Encores!  Of f -Center .

Though  WP’s  theate r  s i ts  on  the  th i rd  f l oo r ,  we
are  de l ighted  to  p roduce  work  in  a  bu i ld ing  w i th
a  theat r i ca l  h is to r y  f o rged  by  Fo rnés ,  a woman
whose  leadersh ip  o f  the  o f f -o f f -Broadway
movement  and  longt ime co l laborat ion  w i th  WP
helped  secure  the  legacy  o f  th is  ins t i tu t ion
and  paved  the  way  for  fu ture  female
theatremakers .  

I n  1979 ,  Caro le  Rothman and  Robyn  Goodman co- founded  Second  S tage  Theat re
and  made  th is  the i r  pe rmanent  venue  in  1984 ,  dubb ing  the  theate r  McGinn/Caza le
af te r  the  la te  ac to rs  Wal te r  McGinn  and  John  Caza le .  McGinn ’s  w idow Robyn
Goodman and  Caza le ’s  f iancée  Mery l  S t reep  wanted  to  honor  the  ac to rs ’  pass ion
fo r  the i r  c ra f t  and  commitment  to  the  New York  theate r  communi t y  in  the
ded icat ion  o f  th is  theate r  and  Second  S tage ’s  f i r s t  eve r  p roduct ion .  WP  made  the
McGinn/Caza le  our  home,  in  par tne rsh ip  w i th  Second  S tage  in  2015 ,  as  WP
Theate r  had  no t  had  a  pe rmanent  home s ince  the  c los ing  o f  the  Ju l ia  Mi les
Theate r ,  named af te r  ou r  founder ,  in  2011 .  As  o f  2022 ,  the  theate r  i s  now who l l y
run ,  year  round ,  by  WP Theate r .  

To  encourage  th is  g rowth ,  Jann  Leeming ,  Board  Cha i r  Emer i ta ,  and  Execut ive
D i rec to r  and  Sen io r  T rus tee  o f  the  Roya l  L i t t l e  Fami l y  Foundat ion ,  generous l y
g i f ted  WP a  found ing  g rant  to  suppor t  ou r  f i r s t  th ree  years ’  r es idence  in  th is
bu i ld ing .  WP Theater  now ce lebrates  near ly  50  years  o f  cha l leng ing
preconcept ions  about  the  k inds  o f  s tor ies  Women+ te l l  and  work ing  towards
gender  par i ty  in  theater .  S ince  WP Theater  mounted  i t s  inaugura l  product ion  in
th is  venue ,  the  New York  premiere  o f  Dear  E l i zabeth  by  Sarah  Ruh l ,  we  have
been  honored  to  make th is  s tor ied  theater  a  home for  Women+ to  reach  the i r
fu l l  potent ia l .
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Free Drink with Ticket Purchase
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WP THEATER SEASONWP THEATER SEASON
2026 - 20272026 - 2027

Learn more at
WPTheater.org

For nearly 50 years, WP Theater has remained focused on putting Women+ artists center stage, and that
mission has never been more important. Our #WPCommunity includes all of us: artists, donors, staff,
audiences, local businesses, and YOU! Your support helps us continue the vital, resilient, and necessary
work of Women+ artists–we are so grateful to you for your support

There are various Benefits of Giving available at each contribution level. Learn more about those benefits
here. 

If you enjoyed the show and want to support WP’s mission, please consider donating here. 

SUPPORT WP THEATERSUPPORT WP THEATER

https://wptheater.org/
https://wptheater.org/support-2/
https://wptheater.org/support-2/
https://ci.ovationtix.com/34655/store/donations/24344?_gl=1*zmb4i*_gcl_au*MzE4NjAyNzQ0LjE3MjM1MDE1NDE.*_ga*MTU3ODMzMTc0NS4xNjk5NDY4MzAy*_ga_SQYQVPBZZV*MTcyNjA4MTg5MC44NS4xLjE3MjYwODE4OTguMC4wLjA.
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